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As French Consul General to South Africa, I am here and I am proud, to commemorate with you the 

death of the Prince Imperial following a long tradition established by my predecessors. The Prince 

Imperial Napoleon Eugène Louis Jean Joseph Bonaparte, the only son of the Emperor of France, 

Napoléon III and the Empress Eugénie, his wife.  

After the defeat in Sedan and the proclamation of the third Republic on the 4th of September 1870, 

the family were exiled in Great Britain, the Prince Imperial enrolled in the British troops based in 

Southern Africa. 

We know that, the Prince Imperial was killed in an ambush by Zulu warriors on the 1st of June 1879, 

exactly 139 years ago, in what is known as the Anglo-Zulu war where the British fought against the 

mighty Zulu armies led by the great King Cetshwayo.   

The Zulu warriors paid tribute to the Prince Imperial not only because of the courage he showed in 

battle, but also because of his royal title. They said “He was a lion because the lion is the most 

courageous animal we know”.  

You may already know that after the tragic death of her son, the Empress Eugénie came to pay her 

respects at the place where he died.  

Today in uQweqwe, the spirit of France will live on forever. The people of KwaZulu Natal and of 

this community in particular, are invested in the duty of protecting this memorial. 

I also wish to underline the enthusiasm of Glen Flanagan to keep the flame burning, with the action 

of the “Alliance française” of Pietermaritzberg.  

Finally I express my sincere gratitude to the people of KwaZulu Natal, to the Commission of 

Cultural Affairs and especially to the community of uQweqwe for your contribution in keeping the 

memory of the Prince Imperial alive and contribute to strengthen furtherer the relationships 

between France and South Africa./. 

 


