
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Intervention de Madame la Consule générale, Sonia Doña Pérez  
Soirée Communauté française / Francophiles 

Dundee, Samedi 2 juin – 18h30 

 

Dear Glenn Flanagan, Dear Elisabeth Durham, dear friends, 

Let me thank you for your warm hospitality and express my satisfaction at being among so many 
Francophile guests who have a keen interest in French History and culture.  

Before recalling the memory of the Prince Imperial, I would like to tell you how happy I was this 
afternoon to visit the Augustinian Sisters in Pomeroy, who are so active and sympathetic to the 
problems of education and health in an area known for its extremely high occurrence of 
tuberculosis and HIV infection. So thank you again for introducing me, and showing me the reality 
of the day to day life of the local population. 

Now, allow me to recall the memory of Prince Imperial Napoleon Eugène Louis Jean Joseph 
Bonaparte, the only son of the Emperor of France, Napoléon III and the Empress Eugénie, his wife, 
direct descendant of Napoleon the First :  

The Prince Imperial, exiled in England with his family after the defeat in Sedan and the 
proclamation of the third Republic on the 4th of September 1870, chose to come fight in Southern 
Africa as a lieutenant in the British expeditionary forces in the war against the Zulu kingdom. 

I am not a historian, I am a diplomat. So, this evening, because we are all here as friends, I would 
like to say that sometimes a sad, painful and tragic past, can be transformed over the years and 
with our common and sincere willingness, into a peaceful relationship. This is the case today 
among South Africans, whatever their origin.  

And what about France in this Anglo-Zulu history so far from Europe ? France, now and here, is 
symbolized by the memory of the Prince Imperial. 

Once upon a time there was a courageous and idealistic young man. His death in a remote area of 
KwaZulu-Natal near a small village called Uqweqwe bears so much significance for historians and 
people like you who are so interested in the life of the Prince Imperial. His death, perhaps changed 
the history of France? Who knows? One thing is sure: thanks to you, your interest, your passion 
and your devotion which make a part of the soul and the heart of France, its culture and its 
language, alive here in Kwazulu-Natal.  

I conclude here, but again I thank you very much Glenn Flanagan and dears friends for keeping 
history alive through your permanent dedication and let us celebrate the 22st Anniversary 
Commemorations of La Route du Prince Imperial, Louis Napoléon./. 
 


