
Présentation du nouveau Consul honoraire de France 

à Durban, le 23 Juin 2011 

 

 

- Honorable James Nxumalo (Kumalo), Mayor of Ethekwini, 

- Honorable MECs 

- Members of the Consular corps in Durban 

- Mr Christian Robert, Consul of France in Johannesburg 

- My French compatriots, 

- Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

- Thank you to all of you for accepting our invitation to the 

Alliance Française on the occasion of the appointment of the 

new French Honorary Consul in Durban, Marc Schmitt. 

This is certainly an important moment for the presence of 

France in KwaZulu Natal. 

 

- Than you especially to you, Mr Mayorfor joining us, this is a 

great honour, and for the support of the municipality to this 

function. 

 

- We are indeed quite aware of the exceptional role and 

situation of your province in South Africa. Aware that it is 

the second of the nine provinces of the country, by 

population as well as by revenue. That it is a major player in 

infrastructures, and particularly ports, industry, agriculture 

and tourism, where you have few rivals in Africa, with the 

Drakensberg, the beaches of the Indian Ocean, Saint Lucia 

and Hluluwe Himfolozi. 

 

-  And of course, aware that Durban is becoming one of the 

main cities in the world for the organization of major events. 

We all remember the semi-final of the FIFA world cup in the 

the Moses Mabhida stadium which is generally considered as 

the most beautiful of all; next week, you will host the 

International Olympic Committee and among others, an 

important French delegation coming to support the ecxellent 

candidature of Annecy for the 2018 winter Olympic Games.  



 

 

 

- By the way, on this Olympic day, I also want to mention 

Frederic Michalak, one of the most prominent and famous 

French rugby players and even sportsmen, who is now a 

Shark and a citizen of Durban. And of course, the eyes of the 

world will be fixed on your city next December for the 

meeting of the COP 17 on climate change. It is not an 

exaggeration to say that part of the future of humanity will 

be at stake at that time in Durban.  Finally, and obviously, 

we are aware that KZN is the cradle of the President of 

South Africa and of many eminent South Africans. 

 

- For historical reasons, France, like most of its partners, does 

not have in Durban, as strong an institutional representation 

as in Pretoria, Johannesburg or Cape Town. But still, we are 

very present: there are around 700 French nationals in 

Kwazulu Natal, a number of companies, like Cray-Valley, 

CMA-CGM, Veolia or Adecco, to name a few; important 

infrastructure projects like rural electrification by EDF or 

the navigation system of King Shaka Airport by Thales.  

 

- I also want to stress the commitment of the French 

Development Agency, AFD, to the eThekwini Municipality 

with a specific focus on energy and the environment. As 

early as 2004, the AFD supported the Landfill Gas Project 

which was the first successful Clean Develoment Mechanism 

project in South Africa. The AFD and the Municipality are 

also currently in an advanced stage of discussion to finalize a 

loan of 1 billion rands focussing on energy efficient 

infrastructure supported by a 5 million rands’ technical 

assistance grant to the Energy Office.  

 

 

 

 



- I should also mention the strong cooperation between 

Durban and Nantes as well as between KwaZulu Natal and 

La Reunion Island, which is France in the Indian Ocean, 

illustrated by the relations between Durban and the city of 

Le Port.  

 

- And we have, in Durban, two flagships of France. The first 

one is the Alliance Française and I would like to thank her 

President, Mrs Larcher, her director, Mrs Doignon, and the 

whole team for their hospitality today and for their 

dynamism everyday. This Alliance is the first to have been 

established in South Africa, in 1937, and it played a major 

role in rapproaching the different French speaking 

communities in Durban, especially the South Africans of 

Mauritian descent, but also francophones from Lebanon, 

Belgium, the DRC and of course France. It has developed a 

strong partnership with the University of KwaZulu Natal 

and, together, they will play an important role in the 

preparation of the Congress of the International Federation 

of French Teachers, another major international event that 

will take place in Durban, in July 2012. 

 

- Let me come now to our new Honorary Consul, but before 

introducing him, l would like to thank warmly the former 

Consul, André Arnaud, who has served the friendship 

between France and Kwazulu Natal with a great dedication 

these last five years. I also want to pay tribute to Christiane 

Hay, who has been the soul and anchor of the consulate for 

many years. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



- The new honoray Consul, Marc Schmitt, is the CEO and 

owner of STRATOSTAFF, representing Adecco, the world 

leader in human resources services, in southern Africa. A 

political sciences graduate, with an extensive career in 

international trade, he is a respected captain of industry. He 

and his wife Anne-Marie have been living and working in 

South Africa for over 15 years and they have adopted South 

Africa as their country of choice, even if they remain French 

at heart. 

 

- As you know, the main mission of an honorary Consul is to 

give protection and assistance to his compatriots and also to 

help in administrative demarches, in relation with the 

Consul in Johannesburg, Christian Robert. He also plays an 

important role in the organisation of ship calls from the 

French navy in Durban. 

 

-  But our objective is for the Honorary consul to be, more and 

more, a relay for all the services of the Embassy; to keep us 

informed of everything that is happening in KwaZulu Natal; 

and to contribute to the cooperation between France and 

KZN in the fields of politics, economy and culture. 

 

- 2011 is a great year for the relationships between France and 

South Africa, with the State visit of President Zuma to 

France in March, a booming bilateral trade and our very 

rich dialogue on global issues, France chairing the G20, 

South Africa hosting the Cop 17 and our two countries 

sitting side by side in the UN Security Council. 2012 and 

2013 will also be special years since, for the first time, we will 

organize reciprocal seasons, to showcase the best in our 

countries’ culture, science, economy and tourism. And we 

certainly want KwaZulu Natal and Durban to be an integral 

part of our seasons, as we want them to play an increasing 

role in our relationship. This will also be the role of our new 

honorary Consul Marc Shmitt and I invite you to raise your 

glass to the success of his mission and to the friendship 

between France and KwaZulu Natal. 


