
Your majesties King Letsie the third and Queen Mmasenate, 

Dumela, bo ‘mé   lé    bo ‘ndaate ! 

Your excellencies Heads of diplomatic and consular missions, 

The President of Alliance Française of Maseru, Mr. Ashraf Abubaker, 

Distinguished guests - Ladies and gentlemen, 

Bonsoir ! 

Je suis vraiment très heureux de vous retrouver au Lesotho pour célébrer cette fête de la 
Francophonie. Mais vous me pardonnerez si je m’exprime en anglais ce soir, par respect pour 
nos invités qui ne comprendraient pas la langue de Molière, mais qui vont certainement bientôt 
se lancer dans l’apprentissage de notre langue grâce à l’Alliance Française de Maseru ! 

What is Francophonie? 

70 countries around the world have come together to share the french language. 

This association is called l’Organisation Internationale de la Francophonie – OIF. 

These countries can count 870 million people in five continents. The President of this 
organization is the former President of Senegal, Mr. Abdou Diouf. 

Each year on the 20th of march,  we celebrate la Fête de la Francophonie in order to share our 
French language all around the world. 

Just a few figures, 

There are nearly a quarter billion people in the world who can speak French today, and the 
number is expected to double to half a billion by 2050.  85% of these people will be, not in 
France, but in Africa in a few years. 

These figures are restricted because the surveys are based on people who can read and write 
only, but there are many more who only can speak and understand our language. 

In Africa 344 million people can speak French - mostly as a second language, but in some 
countries it is a first language.  Trade and corporate communications with these countries are 
conducted in French, and southern Africans increasingly need to understand and speak French 
to do business every day. 

As a result - French is the ninth most spoken language in the world, the third most used on the 
internet, and the second most taught – in schools, universities, companies and last but not least 
- the Alliance Française and its nearly thousand language schools. 

French and Lesotho have a centuries-old “love affair”. That was started by his Majesty’s great 
grandfather, the founder of the basotho nation, the legendary King Moshoeshoe the first, in 
1833 when he invited missionaries Eugène Casalis, Thomas Arbousset and Constant Gossellin. 

Nearly one hundred and fifty years later the Alliance Française was established in Lesotho, in 
1981.  Let me remind you that in june last year, many of you attended celebrations to mark the 
thirtieth anniversary of this relationship. 



The core function of Alliance Française is to teach the french language and promote french 
culture and cultural diversity.  Thanks to the energy of the Director, Mr. Jean-Yves CARNINO 
The Alliance Française in Maseru has trained young students, professionals, companies, the 
police and the Defence. France also supports the newly founded association of french teachers. 

French is taught at both the Lesotho College of Education and the National University of 
Lesotho where since 2009 a french lecturer, was appointed to train french teachers. 

One of the most rewarding projects of this partnership started in 2009 with the ministry of 
Education. It was the appointment of a french master’s degree intern, specialized in the 
teaching of French as a foreign language, at the National Curriculum Development Centre, the 
NCDC. 

The aim was to develop a draft french curriculum for secondary schools with a team of expert 
teachers, considering that children are the future of the nation! 

Following a number of workshops for teachers here in Maseru, in Reunion Island and in France, 
a permanent expert has now been placed at the NCDC to monitor the project. 

Last month secondary schools received 3,000 textbooks that will give learners the opportunity to 
study the language, through the latest training methods and sit for internationaly recognized 
certifications, offered by the Alliance Française. 

With all these French teaching projects, we are confident that Lesotho and Basotho will be 
poised to gain access to francophone and international markets, to do business with everyone 
with no barriers. 

Francophonie will be celebrated in many ways, in many parts of the world today, and this week, 
but we are delighted to welcome you to celebrate it tonight with a special program. 

Your Majesties, Ladies and Gentlemen – Happy Francophonie day! 

Votre Majesté, Mesdames et messieurs, je vous souhaite une bonne fête de la Francophonie. 

Et maintenant, je vous propose d’observer une minute de silence à la mémoire des victimes 
récentes dans les pays de la Francophonie, tout particulièrement la France avec les attentats 
de Toulouse, la Belgique avec l’accident d’autobus survenu en Suisse et le Congo avec 
l’explosion accidentelle de Brazzaville. 


